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Absences [image: image3.wmf]
Please use our 24-hour attendance line at 748-2982 to report your child’s absence and request homework.   Homework that is requested will be available after school in the office.  Thank you.
“Caught You Being Good” Awards

Winners for the week of: [image: image4.wmf]
	September 1st:
	

	Tori McIntosh, Gr. K
	

	Ben Vallely, Gr. K
	

	Olivia Contreras, Gr. 1
	

	Deven Weaver, Gr. 4
	


Cafeteria Clean Up Awards[image: image5.wmf]
Winners for the month of August are:

Gr. 1-2 Badger / Yulo - TIE

Gr. 3-5 Crozier / Glassford - TIE
Principal’s Message[image: image6.wmf]
Dear Parents, 

We had a great turn-out of parents for our Back to School Night last Wednesday and Thursday. It is your opportunity to meet with your child’s teacher and learn about the expectations and curriculum for this school year. Please know that it is just the beginning of a year long relationship from home to school and you can contact teachers at anytime that you have questions or concerns. If you missed this informational night, please contact your child’s teachers for the handouts that were presented those evenings. 

We are fortunate to introduce Stephanie Schiff for K-3 music. This program serves our primary grade students through music appreciation and Orff strategies. Stephanie comes from Michigan is very talented. Teachers and students are already raving about her – in just one week. We are short on space and she shares the video theater and the stage as her “official” classroom. 

Another new staff member is Elisha Salandanan who joins our Child Development Unit providing childcare for before and after school times. She joins our wonderful Charlette Evans in this co-teaching position. 

This year we were able to staff our librarian and computer technician time at 30 hours per week due to the efforts of the Benicia Education Foundation. We thank you for the ongoing support of BEF through direct donations. This helps to ease our PTA budget and provide these positions in our school. Thank you for supporting out kids.
Sincerely,

Barbara Sanders

A Message from the Office

I would like to take this opportunity to thank our dedicated group of parents and staff without whose help our 8th annual BTSR would not have been a success without:  Reem Munakash, Teena Singley, Margo Higginbotham, Cori Gormley, Shannon Washington, Stefanie Sierras, Gina Burford, Janene Biggs, Sukhdip Broome, Tracy Nanney, Jennifer Cooper, Ivania Martin, Diane Church, Pat Jennings, Kari Birdseye, Diane Cromer, Rhonda Lyle, Lisa Saari, Annaliese Baker, Melanie Robbins, Leslie Trybull, Grace Doi, Anna Cortez, June Ryujin, Colleen Leong, Neeley Silberman, Christine Simonsen, Michelle O’Leary, Karen Morton, Jennifer Ferreira, Joyce Matthews, Donna Catrino and Roxanne Johnson. Whether it was working at the BTSR or preparing materials for the BTSR these ladies deserve a big pat on the back.  

A BIG THANK YOU to Reem Munakash for taking over as co-chair and doing an awesome job on her first go around.  I look forward to working with her many more years on the BTSR!!  

Again it is because of the many hours of work behind the scenes from the volunteers above that make things run so smoothly.  Thank you again to all of the BTSR volunteers for your help.  I truly appreciate all that you do.  

Thank you to all of the families for your participation in the BTSR and for making it another successful event.  

Here’s to 2008!!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Golden
READ NATURALLY
Read Naturally will be starting soon and all of the 2nd Grade classes need parent volunteers to help run the Read Naturally Program.  This is a one hour a week commitment and you do not have to have a 2nd grader to help!

 

Read Naturally Training Friday, Sept. 5th

Time:  8:45 - 9:30

Room 20 with Mrs. Bru

Reading Center

Planning Days[image: image7.wmf]
Parents are reminded that teacher-planning days are EVERY FRIDAY for grades 1-5.  Dismissal is at 12:40 PM. 

Academic Success

Parents can read about “Five Key Skills for Academic Success,” by picking up a copy in the front office.

Parent Volunteers & Field Trip Drivers [image: image8.wmf]
All parents who wish to volunteer in class or drive on field trips must be processed and pass a background check prior to volunteering. Please bring your valid California drivers license and a current copy of your auto insurance policy declaration page which shows you have a minimum liability of $100/300 K.  

We would encourage prospective volunteers or drivers to do the paperwork by the beginning of October.  Once you have been cleared you will be issued a volunteer badge and all volunteers are required to sign in/out and wear their badge when on campus.  NOTE:  Please refrain from bringing young siblings to class while you are volunteering or on field trips.

Matthew Turner Student Council

2008-09 Election Timeline

	Aug.29-
Sept. 5

	4th & 5th Students interested in running for a Student Council Office pick up a guideline sheet from Mrs. Seymour in Rm. 25

	Sept. 5
	Candidates turn in signed permission slips to Room 25 by end of day.

	Sept. 5
	Candidates begin work on poster / speeches.

Posters are no larger than 12x18 inches

Only one poster per candidate

All posters and speeches approved by principal & advisors

Informational Speech length limit: 3min. No music or gimmicks

No candy, stickers, or prizes passed to student body during campaign.



	Sept. 12
	Turn in speeches and posters to Rm. 25 by the end of day.

	Sept. 23
	Candidates present speeches in school assembly @  1:45

	Sept. 23
	3rd, 4th, &5th grade students vote for candidates.  

	Sept. 24
	Student Council officers announced!


Childcare Vans[image: image9.wmf]
If you are a licensed daycare provider and pick up multiple students at Matthew Turner, you can utilize our drive-thru in the staff lot closest to Rose Drive.  Please see our office staff for a placard to place in your window.  This helps our safety patrol know you have the right to be in the drive-thru by the staff parking lot.  

Attendance Impacts Everyone![image: image10.wmf]
Consistent attendance is a major factor in a child’s academic success.  Students who miss school regularly struggle to keep up with their classmates and the rigorous California curriculum standards.  Student absence is also a hardship for teachers who must use valuable time preparing materials for absent children.  

How can parents help improve student attendance?

· Schedule doctor/dental appointments later in the day and return to school after they are completed

· Keep your child home from school only when they are seriously ill (with a fever, vomiting, or with a contagious condition such as pink eye)

· Plan family outings only on weekends or during non-school days.  Plan vacations during vacation time.  If you must go out of town try to make it at least a 5-day trip so that you can apply for an Independent Study contract.  

E-Waste Recycling

Where:  Benicia High School Parking Lot

1101 Military West

When:  Saturday, September 20

             Sunday, September 21

Time:  9:00 – 3:00 PM

For more information please contact Suzanne Huddleston at 748-2970.

September dates:


9/4	Murphy (Gr.1) Back to School Night 


	7 PM


BUSD Board Meeting @ 7 PM


9/5	RN Parent Training 8:45 AM RM. 20


9/10	Vision Screening AM K & SDC K-2


Site Council Meeting @ 5:30 PM


9/12	Vision Screening PM K


9/16	Vision Screening Gr. 3


9/17	Constitution Day


PTA Board Meeting 7 PM


9/20	Coastal Clean-Up Day











         


























