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ÒCaught You Being GoodÓ Awards 

 
Winners for the week of:  

 
May 10th: May 17th:  

Sam Stowell, Gr. K Astrid Tanner, Gr. 4 
Grace Wymer, Gr. K Grace French, Gr. 4 

Connor Gunderson, Gr. 1 Chloe Durocher, Gr. 4 
Natalie Kantar, Gr. 1 Julie Novaes, Gr. 5 

  

PrincipalÕs Message  
Dear Parents,  
 
I had the pleasure of attending the Solano 
County Reading Association Writing 
Contest on May 6th. Congratulations to our 

authors: Dylan Trammell, Colin Bruins, 
Erika Sovak, Reid Burford, Colin 
Fessenden, Rachael Derouaux, Audrey 
Matthews, Jad Kantar, Megan Coleman, 
Natalie Lorz, Caterina Fragomeno, Barrett 
Bruce, Peyton Pederson, Nanki Sekhon, 
Evan Jennings, Brian Chou, and Julie 
Novaes. 
Walk and Roll Week was a great success 
with many of our students walking or riding 
their bike to school. Congratulations to the 
winners: Jamal Mohamed, Kimberly 
Williams, Owen Lassahn, Jordan Alvarez, 
Elijah Harris, Alyssa Holguin, Taylor Lee, 
Ansley Bruce, Haley Wright, and Mario 
Ferreira. 
 
Sincerely, 
Barbara Sanders 
 
Family Life for 5th grade 
Our Family Life program will be presented 
on Friday, May 21. Reminder, we must 
have a permission slip in order for your 5th 
grader to participate in the program.  
 
Student Placement 10-11 
Placement of students is a complicated 
process and one that the staff works on to 
ensure students are placed appropriately 
according to gender, academic 
performance, behavior, special needs, and 
personalities. We will not be taking specific 
teacher requests as our staffing has yet to 
be determined with regards to class size 
numbers and re-organization of the 
teaching staff due to lay-offs. If you feel 
that your child has special needs that we 
are not aware of that require additional 
attention, please contact me in writing, 
outlining your concerns for a specific 
environment and not a specific teacher. 
Requests for a specific teacher will not be 
considered. Letters should be turned into 
the office by Wednesday, May 26, 2010. 
We will do our very best in meeting the 
needs of students and district guidelines 
for staffing. 

  

BACK TO SCHOOL 
REGISTRATION 

2010-2011 
Tuesday, August 10th  

 

TIME: TBD 
 

REMINDERS: 
 

1. ONLY PARENTS or LEGAL 
GUARDIANS can complete the 

paperwork. 
 

2.  Please DO NOT BRING YOUR 
CHILDREN to the BTSR.  While we are in 

the business of educating children time 
and space are limited.  Thank you for your 

understanding. 
 

3.  Attendance at the BTSR is the only way 
to receive your child (ren)’s class 

assignment early.   
 

If you cannot attend the BTSR because 
you will be out of town please call the 
office at 747-8390.  If you will miss the 
BTSR you and your child (ren) report 
directly to the MP room at 8:30 AM on 

Wednesday, August 18th and complete the 
BTSR paperwork.  BTSR paperwork WILL 
NOT be sent home.  If you do not contact 
the office we will assume you have moved 

and will not be attending MTES. 
Class lists will not be posted 

 
Back to School Registration Volunteers 
Needed 
Be sure to mark your calendars for 
Tuesday, August 10th for the Back to 
School Registration.   
 
We are in need of volunteers to help 
during registration.  If you can help please 
email Reem Munakash at 
rmunakash@comcast.net 
 
Please join us! 
Parcel Tax Open House 

May & June dates: 
5/19 Ben Franklin visits 5th gr @ 1:15 PM 
5/20 Staff Appreciation Luncheon 11:30 AM 
 BUSD Board Meeting 7 PM 
5/21 Family Life for 5th grade 
 AR 200% Award Party for 1-3  

@ 12:45 Library 
5/24 Bank Day 8:15-8:35 AM  
 Principal for a Day – Maya Serna 
 Library Assembly K-5 @ 2:30 
5/25 4/5th gr Track Awards Assembly 2 PM 
 Parcel Tax Open House 6:30 PM 
 @ Senior Center  
5/28 Field Day K-3 9:30-10:30 
 Student Service Luncheon 12 PM 
 AR 200% Award Party for 4-5 
 @ 12:45 Library 
5/31 Memorial Day Holiday – No School 
6/1 AR 300% Awards Picnic @ 12 PM 
6/2 All KÕs in AM – dismissal @ 12:30 PM 
 K-3 Choral Concert @ 9 AM 
 DARE Practice 1:45 PM 
 Site Council Mtg. 5:30 PM 
6/3 Planning Day: All KÕs in AM 

12:30 Dismissal K 
12:40 Dismissal Gr. 1-5 

 DARE & 5th Grade Farewell 7 PM 
6/4 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL  
 12:30 Dismissal K 

12:40 Dismissal Gr. 1-5 
6/5 4th gr. Auction Swim Party @  
 Southampton Swim Club 
 



Senior Center (downtown Benicia next to 
the library) 
Wednesday, May 26 
5pm to 6:30pm 
 
Hosted by:  Yes for Benicia Schools 
 
The entire community is invited to stop by 
to learn about volunteer opportunities and 
sign up to help.   
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
Visit us at:   
Website: 
 http://www.yesforbeniciaschools.com/ 
Blog: http://www.yesforbeniciaschools.blog
spot.com/ 
Phone: 1-866-631-7500 
 
Nike Used Shoe Drive 
Recycle your used tennis shoes and help 
keep them out of our landfills.  They’ll be 
recycled into materials used in sports and 
playground surfaces.  Drop them in the 
box in the office.   
 

Medication Pick-Up  
Please remember to pick up any 
medication your child has in the school 
office by Friday, June 4th.  California law 
prohibits school staff from returning 
medication to students or keeping it for the 
following school year – parents MUST pick 
it up.  Medication left at school eventually 
has to be disposed of in accordance with 
EPA standards which are wasteful and 
expensive to all.  If you have any 
questions please contact the school nurse 
at 747-8300 ext.1224. 
 

Bank Day  
Thank you to Mr. Mazzuca and Mrs. Robin 
for their help during Bank Day 

Accelerated Reading Awards  
Meeting 100% of their Goal (5/14/10) 
 
1st grade 
Jannson:  Andrew Ballinger, Gianna Fua, Alice 
Sogar 
Mullikin: Rachel Aidt, Lily Gramlick, Tristan Kao, 
Sophia Pacheco, Emily Walsh, Jackie Kelly 
Schmitt:  Christopher Jee, Victoria Quitevis 
 
2nd grade 
Bunch:  Kyle Awayan, Logan Clarke, Ysabella 
Hernandez, Alyssa Jack-Haber, Sophia Josephson, 
Owen Lassahn, Emerald Maloney, Ryan McCombe, 
Franz Joseph Smiell, Jahan Wright 
Gramlick:  Madelynn Barangan, Isabella Gonzales, 
Charles Gray, Marcus Manzano, Jackson Penney, 
Avery Schneider, Grace Schory, Alexandra Yates 
Schmitt:  Azeeta Bance, Megan Coleman, Avel 
Mandap, Jackson Moyer 
Velasco: Christian Barangan, Joseph Birdseye, Alex 
Cortez, Emma Guzy, Tamar Haroutinian, Nathan 
Killian 

 
3rd grade 
Buchanan: Meghan Flores, Nathanael Freeman, 
Bryden Marshall 
Oliver:  Sienna Berdan, Sophia Silberman, Shawn 
Stenmark, Andrew Valle 
Shelton: Jenna Baza, Isabella Braulik, Makotoa 
Motomura 
Sherman-Nelson: Joseph Valley 
 
4th grade 
Crozier:  Lillian Chase, Chloe Durocher, Isabella 
Nemati, James Schwartz, Astrid Tanner, Kayla 
Turner, Katherine Zimmerman 
McNair: John Alagon, Emaan Chodry, Ivy 
Christensen, Grace French, Tabitha Hernandez, 
Hannah Ojendyk, Devin Rorke 
Pebler:  Caleb Paterno, Ciara Roybal, Megan Saari 
 
5th grade 
Glassford:  Molly Casper, Isaac Doi, Cody Hartig, 
Geferlyn Patricio, Violet Sparks,  
Grubbs:  Julia Birdseye, Alexa Jacobson, Timothy 
Knox, Sam Morton, Juliana Novaes, Aziz Shaban 
Seymour:  Mario Ferreira 
 
California Young Reader Medal 
Program 
Since its inception in 1974, millions of 
California children have nominated, read, 
and voted for the winners of the California 
Young Reader Medal. We are proud to 
have our students participate in this 
program. The program is sponsored by 
California Reading Association and selects 
five books for primary students to read and 
three books for intermediate students to 
read. Students must read all the selections 
and cast their vote for their favorite book. 
Students all over California participate and 
once the votes are tabulated, the authors 
are honored at a special ceremony. 
 
The primary selections: 
A Frog Thing by Eric Drachman 
Frog wants to fly! But flying is a bird thing 
and not a frog thing. Frog can do frog 
things but he wants to fly. Everyone tells 
him that he can do anything, as long as it 
is a frog thing. But you never know what 
might happen and how a frog might be 
able to do a bird thing. 
 
Do Unto Otters: A Book about Manners by 
Laurie Keller 
Mr. Rabbit doesn't know how to treat his 
new neighbors, who are otters -- to build a 
smart, spirited tale based on the Golden 
Rule. Each page spread teaches the value 
of a different type of behavior. 
 
My Life as a Chicken by Ellen Kelley 
Pauline Poulet begins her autobiography 
as a typical chick, resigned to peep and 
peck and do what chickens do best: lay 
eggs. But one day, she spies The Farmer 
drooling over "101 Chicken Recipes" and 
knows he is contemplating murder most 
fowl. Now she must choose: be plucky or 
plucked... 
 

Velma Gratch and the Way Cool Butterfly 
by Alan Madison 
A delightful story of a little red-haired girl 
trying to find her place in the world. Velma 
Gratch has lived in the shadow of her older 
sisters, and desperately wishes to be 
known for something that she alone has 
accomplished. The frustrated first grader 
learns that she will take a field trip to the 
Butterfly Conservatory. Her sisters have 
never been there. She becomes excited 
and learns as much as she can on the 
subject of butterflies. While at the 
conservatory, a beautiful little Monarch 
Butterfly takes a liking to Velma, and 
decides to perch itself on her finger for 
quite a few hilarious days. Velma will now 
be remembered as the Gratch sister with 
the way cool butterfly. 
 
Millie Waits for the Mail by Alexander 
Steffensmeier 
Millie is a milk cow with a penchant for 
mischief: her favorite hobby is to scare the 
stuffing out of the poor mail carrier, 
resulting in a string of damaged deliveries 
to one irritated farmer lady. The 
bedraggled mailman finally comes up with 
an ingenious plan, but things quickly go 
awry, leading to a crazy chase scene that 
leaves everyone a little worse for wear. 
 
Our primary students voted Velma Gratch 
as their favorite book with 71 votes. The 
winner as determined by all California 
readers was Millie Waits for the Mail. 
 
The intermediate selections: 
No Talking by Andrew Clements 
The fifth-graders of Laketon Elementary 
are called “The Unshushables” for a 
reason. These kids are the loudest group 
to cross the threshold of Laketon in years. 
The kids are led by two leaders. You've 
Dave on the boys' side and Lynsey on the 
girls. But when a dare breaks out between 
the two as to whether or not the boys or 
the girls can keep from talking the most 
over the course of two days, neither side is 
prepared for the consequences.  
 
A Friendship for Today by Patricia 
McKissack 
Patricia McKissack shares the story of 
Rosemary, an African-American girl, and 
Grace who is white. The story is set in 
1954 just after the Supreme Court has 
made the desegregating of schools a 
requirement. As the book opens, 
Rosemary and her best friend J.J., whom 
she can proudly beat in a race despite the 
fact he is a boy, are concluding their last 
day of school. It is a particularly 
bittersweet day because their school will 
be closing permanently and some of the 
students will be bused to a new, 



desegregated school. J.J. and Rosemary 
couldn't be happier when they discover 
they will be attending the new school 
together, and the summer lies ahead. Due 
to a series of events, Rosemary will have 
to start a new school without a single 
friend.  
As it turns out, Grace is just as much an 
outcast as Rosemary at the new school. 
As the story continues, Grace and 
Rosemary come to an understanding and 
ultimately become friends. As their 
friendship blossoms, they begin to change 
and grow and in the process, have a 
lasting impact on those around them. 
 
Crooked Kind of Perfect by Linda Urban 
Zoe has dreams of owning a gorgeous 
piano, all shiny and black, and performing 
before vast adoring audiences. So what 
does she get instead? An organ. A 
Perfectone D-60 if you want to be precise. 
So when Zoe enters the Perform-O-Rama 
competition for organs she doesn't expect 
much. Fortunately for her, she finds that 
people can surprise you when you least 
expect them to. Sometimes for the bad, 
but also sometimes for the good. 
 
The award winner is No Talking. Mrs. 
Seymour’s class tried this out in their 
class. 
 
Gallery Family Day 
On Saturday, May 22nd from 2 to 4 PM, 
Arts Benicia will host Family Art Day, 
featuring hands-on art activities inspired by 
Structure and Light.   

 PTA NEWS  
 
$11,000 !!!! 
This is how much our families made for 
Matthew Turner PTA this school year just 
by participating in the E-Scrip, Raley’s 
Quality Cards, and Safeway Club Cards 
programs.  Thank you for signing up and 
helping us provide all of the great 
programs, assemblies and other services 
for the students of Matthew Turner.  
 
New ÒMarketplaceÓ Online  
To continue raising money for our school, 
PTA has created the “Matthew Turner 
Marketplace.”  Check out 
http://www.beniciaunified.org/turner/market
place.html where you will find information 
and links to businesses that give proceeds 
to Matthew Turner when you shop through 
our site.  We are excited about this new 
program and hope parents find it helpful. 
 Many more businesses will be added as 
we grow the program and if you know of 
additional companies or organizations that 

might participate, email Michelle O’Leary 
at oleary.mgmb@comcast.net.   
 

Upcoming Field Trips 
5/20 AM K to Loma Vista Farm 9-12 
 PM K to Loma Vista Farm  

11:30-2:30 
 
6/1 3rd gr to City Park 9-2:30 
               Gramlick to Marine Mammal 
 Center 9:30-4 
 
6/2 5th gr to Paddock Bowling/lunch 
 8:40 – 1:30 
 Murphy to Kentwig Bowl 10:30-1 
 
6/3 4/5 gr Swim Day 

 
 
 


